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The European Year of People with Disabilities





"European Parliament of Disabled People"

European Parliament Hemicycle, Brussels

10-11 November 2003

PROGRAMME

	Day 1

Monday 10 November 2003
	Start 14.00 - End 17.30

	14.00 - 14.30

(30 minutes)


	Opening addresses by:

· Yannis Vardakastanis, President of European Disability Forum (EDF)

· Theo Bouwman MEP, Chair of EP Employment & Social Affairs Committee (EMPL)

	FIRST PLENARY SESSION



	14.30 - 14.45

(15 minutes) 


	Opening presentation on the follow-up to the European Year of People with Disabilities 2003, by Liz Lynne MEP.

Motion for Resolution as a contribution to the preparation of possible EP report on the European Year - Presentation by Thérèse Kempeneers (Secretary of the EDF Executive and delegate from the Belgian National Disability Council).

	Plenary Debate

14.45 - 16.45

(2 hours)


	Interventions from delegates regarding the status of persons with disabilities – what results (or lack of) have occurred since the UN Standard Rules and achievements (or lack of) during the European Year 2003.

Responses by delegates on the follow-up on the European Year 2003 – comments on the draft Resolution to set the standard for future disability policy in Europe.

Interventions by:

- Disability Representatives

- Representatives from each political group of the   

  EMPL Committee:

· Csaba Őry, Observer-Member (PPE-DE)

· Richard Howitt MEP (PSE)

· Elspeth Attwooll MEP (ELDR)

· Jillian Evans MEP (Verts/ALE)

· Ilda Figueiredo MEP (GUE/NGL)  

- Representatives of other EP Committees, including:

· Uma Aaltonen MEP, Committee on Legal Affairs and the Internal Market

· Carmen Cerdeira Morterero MEP, Committee on Citizens' Freedoms and Rights, Justice & Home Affairs



	16.45 - 17.20

(35 minutes)
	Vote by delegates on the draft Resolution.

	17.20 - 17.30

(10 minutes)

Close of Session


	Closing by Chair. 

Day ends with symbolic observance in remembrance of  disabled people – victims of extreme human rights abuses.


	Evening Cocktail in the EP "Forum" bar - for delegates and MEPs only


	Day 2

Tuesday 11 

November 2003
	Start 09.00 - End 12.30

	09.00 - 09.05

(5 minutes)


	Chair's Welcome



	09.05 - 09.10

(5 minutes)


	Draft Manifesto by the Disability Movement to the European Parliament regarding the elections in 2004 - Presentation by Pekka Tuominen (Treasurer of the EDF Executive and delegate from the Finnish National Disability Council).



	Plenary Debate

09.10 - 11.25

(2h15 minutes)


	Responses to draft Manifesto,  to include:

- Ideas from delegates and MEPs on concrete   

  implementation of commitments made

- Presentation of good examples from across the  

  EU and candidate countries.

Interventions by:

· Disability Representatives

· Members of the European Parliament



	during the above

debate, around

10.45 - 11.00


	Intervention by Patrick Cox MEP,  President of the European Parliament

	11.25 - 11.45

(20 minutes)


	Vote by delegates on the draft Manifesto.

	11.45 - 12.30

(45 minutes)

Closing


	Closing statements from:

· Minister Roberto Maroni of the Italian Presidency of the EU

· Commissioner Anna Diamantopoulou, European Commissioner for Employment and Social Affairs  

· Richard Howitt MEP, Chair of the EP Disability Intergroup

· Yannis Vardakastanis, EDF President 


· Interpretation in all 11 official EU languages

· Documentation in English and French 

· Sign language interpretation in American, French, Flemish and Swedish (with American and French projected on to a big screen) 

· Velotypist (speech-to-text) service in English on a big screen
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