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Introduction Introduction –– Basic Facts on Basic Facts on 
the Realization of the Realization of QuestionaireQuestionaire

FIMITIC comprises 28 members FIMITIC comprises 28 members 
that are representatives of 26 that are representatives of 26 
countries.countries.
In May 2005 we requested them to In May 2005 we requested them to 
fulfil a questionnaire on the fulfil a questionnaire on the 
organization of people with organization of people with 
disabilities and the review of disabilities and the review of 
legislation on the disability issue.legislation on the disability issue.
Six (6) out of 28 FIMITIC members Six (6) out of 28 FIMITIC members 
returned fulfilled questionnaires.returned fulfilled questionnaires.
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Comment and remarks to Comment and remarks to 
StatisticsStatistics

Statistical data are unreliable and Statistical data are unreliable and 
so it is impossible to compare so it is impossible to compare 
them, because:them, because:
they refer to different years;they refer to different years;
data are incomplete;data are incomplete;
Figures are written inconsistently Figures are written inconsistently 
–– thousand sometimes with thousand sometimes with 
comma (English way) and comma (English way) and 
sometimes with the full stop.sometimes with the full stop.
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Comment and remarks toComment and remarks to
LegislationLegislation

The list of legislation acts is The list of legislation acts is 
unsatisfactory. In case when only unsatisfactory. In case when only 
the number of the act is quoted the number of the act is quoted 
but not its title, we do not even but not its title, we do not even 
know to which area the act refers.know to which area the act refers.
In case when the content of the In case when the content of the 
articles are not quoted, we can not articles are not quoted, we can not 
know whether this is an example know whether this is an example 
of good/bad of good/bad prapracticectice..
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Cooperation between the Cooperation between the 
FIMITIC members is weak FIMITIC members is weak ––

WHY?WHY?
Why Why diddid only 6 organizations only 6 organizations 
respond? respond? 
Maybe the questions were unclear Maybe the questions were unclear 
or noor not t understandable? understandable? 
Was the questionnaire to long? To Was the questionnaire to long? To 
demanding? demanding? 
Was the problem insufficient Was the problem insufficient 
knowledge of the English knowledge of the English 
language language –– the translation of the the translation of the 
acts was not available in English?acts was not available in English?
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ForFor whatwhat reasonreason??

DoDo the members have to many the members have to many 
problems of their own to care problems of their own to care 
about other things?about other things?
Maybe they already know the Maybe they already know the 
answers from other sources?answers from other sources?
Maybe there was not enough Maybe there was not enough 
willingness the part of the willingness the part of the 
members?members?
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Cooperation between FIMITIC Cooperation between FIMITIC 
members has to be members has to be 

straightened straightened –– HOW?HOW?

Maybe the right solution lies in the Maybe the right solution lies in the 
strategy of small steps. This strategy of small steps. This 
means: we at all times have to means: we at all times have to 
concentrate on ONE particular concentrate on ONE particular 
question! question! 
Maybe the solution is informing Maybe the solution is informing 
FIMITIC members on the past FIMITIC members on the past 
researches or reports from the EU researches or reports from the EU 
sources or authors!sources or authors!
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ApproachApproach I. I. regardingregarding
rehabilitationrehabilitation andand thethe grantinggranting

allowancesallowances in EUin EU
PrinciplePrinciple
»»RehabilitatonRehabilitaton beforebefore allowanceallowance««

alwaysalways (as far as it is (as far as it is practicablepracticable!) !) 
preceedspreceeds thethe grantinggranting allowancesallowances
andand is is appliedapplied in in followingfollowing countriescountries::
AustriaAustria, , GermanyGermany, , HungaryHungary, , 
LithuaniaLithuania, , SloveniaSlovenia, , SpainSpain, , 
SwitzerlandSwitzerland. . 

TheyThey havehave alsoalso legal legal provisionsprovisions
regardingregarding thisthis principleprinciple
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ApproachApproach II. II. regardingregarding
rehabilitationrehabilitation andand thethe grantinggranting

allowancesallowances in EUin EU
PrinciplePrinciple
»»RehabilitatonRehabilitaton beforebefore allowanceallowance«« is is 

not not appliedapplied in in followingfollowing countriescountries::
BelgiumBelgium, , CyprusCyprus, , IrelandIreland, , ItalyItaly, , 
PortugalPortugal. . 

TheyThey havehave not legal not legal provisionsprovisions
regardingregarding thisthis principleprinciple, , butbut
rehabilitationrehabilitation is a is a rightright ofof thethe
individualindividual butbut not not necessarilynecessarily a a 
preconditionprecondition forfor anan economiceconomic
benefitbenefit!.!.
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LegislationLegislation andand BENEFITSBENEFITS for for 
Children with disabilitiesChildren with disabilities I.I.

AustriaAustria –– Family Burden Compensation Family Burden Compensation 
Act: Increased family allowanceAct: Increased family allowance
BelgiumBelgium –– Federal legislation: Federal legislation: 
Supplementary family allowance Supplementary family allowance 
Increased family allowanceIncreased family allowance
CyprusCyprus –– Several legislation:Several legislation:
Dowry allowanceDowry allowance
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LegislationLegislation andand BENEFITSBENEFITS for for 
Children with disabilitiesChildren with disabilities II.II.

GermanyGermany –– Book 8. of Social Code for Book 8. of Social Code for 
Youth Assistance:Youth Assistance:
medical and dental treatmentmedical and dental treatment special special 
benefitsbenefits;;
help to get and adequate participation in help to get and adequate participation in 
working life and for general integration working life and for general integration 
into societyinto society
HungaryHungary –– 1990 Act on Family 1990 Act on Family 
Allowance and others:Allowance and others: Higher rate Higher rate 
family allowancefamily allowance
IrelandIreland –– Social Welfare Acts:Social Welfare Acts: Home Home 
care allowancecare allowance
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LegislationLegislation andand BENEFITSBENEFITS for for 
Children with disabilitiesChildren with disabilities III.III.

ItalyItaly –– Several legislation:Several legislation: Monthly Monthly 
allowance <18 yallowance <18 yeaearsrs (attending centres)(attending centres); ; 
<18 y<18 yeaearsrs Communication allowanceCommunication allowance; ; 
Three years extension maternity leave + Three years extension maternity leave + 
three days leave a monththree days leave a month
LatviaLatvia –– Law on Social Assistance:Law on Social Assistance:
State family benefit for children with State family benefit for children with 
disabilities <16 ydisabilities <16 yeaearsrs
LithuaniaLithuania –– National legislation:National legislation: Care Care 
allowance for parents with disabled allowance for parents with disabled 
children 0children 0--16 y16 yeaearsrs
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LegislationLegislation andand BENEFITSBENEFITS for for 
Children with disabilitiesChildren with disabilities IV.IV.

PortugalPortugal –– National legislation:National legislation:
Supplement benefit (higher rate of family Supplement benefit (higher rate of family 
allowance)allowance)
Life monthly allowance >24 yLife monthly allowance >24 yeaearsrs
Education allowance to attend a special Education allowance to attend a special 
school < 24school < 24 yyeaearsrs
Constant attendance allowanceConstant attendance allowance
Attendance allowance in sickness for Attendance allowance in sickness for 
descendants with disability and for underdescendants with disability and for under--
aged children 30 days/year aged children 30 days/year 
Attendance allowance in sickness for longAttendance allowance in sickness for long--
term patients and for people with severe term patients and for people with severe 
disabilities 6 months to 4 years for aged < disabilities 6 months to 4 years for aged < 112 2 
yyeaearsrs
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LegislationLegislation andand BENEFITSBENEFITS for for 
Children with disabilitiesChildren with disabilities V.V.

SloveniaSlovenia –– Special and general Special and general 
legislation:legislation:

Child care supplementary allowanceChild care supplementary allowance
Institutional careInstitutional care
Mobile assistance Mobile assistance –– treatment and treatment and 
assistance to families at homeassistance to families at home
Medical and dental treatmentMedical and dental treatment
Special/mainstream educationSpecial/mainstream education

SpainSpain –– Royal Decree1/1994 on Royal Decree1/1994 on 
Social Security Law:Social Security Law:
Family benefits for each disabled Family benefits for each disabled 
childchild
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Personal assistancePersonal assistance

AllAll EU EU countriescountries havehave legislationlegislation on on 
personalpersonal assistanceassistance! ! ButBut onlyonly
CyprusCyprus quotedquoted detailsdetails::

Special financial assistance to Special financial assistance to 
persons; persons; 
Special financial assistance to Special financial assistance to 
organizations; organizations; 
Severe motor disability allowance; Severe motor disability allowance; 
Mobility allowance; Mobility allowance; 
Transport allowance;Transport allowance;
Allowance for special needs; Allowance for special needs; 
Special Christmas and Easter.Special Christmas and Easter.
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Schooling and special Schooling and special 
educationeducation

CountriesCountries in EU in EU havehave specialspecial educationeducation forfor
disabled childrendisabled children. . SpecificationSpecification quotedquoted::
AustriaAustria –– mainstream or special mainstream or special 
education;education;
CyprusCyprus –– Speech therapy;Speech therapy;
Physiotherapy; Special physical Physiotherapy; Special physical 
education, music (in special schools);education, music (in special schools);
SloveniaSlovenia: mainstream or special : mainstream or special 
education;education;
SwitzerlandSwitzerland –– Education in special Education in special 
schools or in mainstream education; schools or in mainstream education; 
extra costs and courses.extra costs and courses.
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Work integration Work integration –– known in known in 
all countriesall countries I. I. 

AustriaAustria –– Social/medical /vocational Social/medical /vocational 
rehabilitationrehabilitation
BelgiumBelgium –– General measures promoting General measures promoting 
employment; Specific measures: employment; Specific measures: 
training, subsidy to employers training, subsidy to employers 
CyprusCyprus –– SelfSelf--employment scheme; employment scheme; 
Supported employment schemeSupported employment scheme
GermanyGermany –– Assistance to keep or get Assistance to keep or get 
employment; Wage/salary subsidy to employment; Wage/salary subsidy to 
get employment; Quota system for get employment; Quota system for 
severely disabled persons; Special severely disabled persons; Special 
protection against unlawful dismissalsprotection against unlawful dismissals
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Work integration Work integration –– known in known in 
all countriesall countries II.II.

HungaryHungary –– Grants for employers; Grants for employers; 
sheltered employmentsheltered employment
ItalyItaly –– Quota system; Three days Quota system; Three days 
monthly leave for severely disabled monthly leave for severely disabled 
workersworkers
LithuaniaLithuania –– Grant for employers; Quota Grant for employers; Quota 
system; Protection for unlawful system; Protection for unlawful 
dismissals; tax reliefdismissals; tax relief
PortugalPortugal –– Tax reduction; sheltered Tax reduction; sheltered 
employment in real situation/homeemployment in real situation/home
SloveniaSlovenia -- Social/medical /vocational Social/medical /vocational 
rehabilitation; sheltered employment; rehabilitation; sheltered employment; 
Quota system; Adaptation of workplace; Quota system; Adaptation of workplace; 
Protection for unlawful dismissals; Protection for unlawful dismissals; 
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Work integration Work integration –– known in known in 
all countriesall countries III.III.

SpainSpain –– Promotion of employment Promotion of employment 
in ordinary work environment in ordinary work environment 
(grant and tax deduction for (grant and tax deduction for 
employers, adaptation of employers, adaptation of 
workplace, quota system); workplace, quota system); 
Employment in protected work Employment in protected work 
environment; Occupational environment; Occupational 
centres; Recovery centres for centres; Recovery centres for 
physically disabled persons.physically disabled persons.
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InsteadInstead ofof conclusionconclusion ––
Exchange Exchange ofof InformationInformation viavia QuestionnairesQuestionnaires

is is possiblepossible, , butbut howhow to to choosechoose thethe rightright wayway..

There is always a right way; there is There is always a right way; there is 
always a wrong way. The wrong way always a wrong way. The wrong way 
always seems more reasonable.always seems more reasonable.
Il y a Il y a toujourstoujours un bon et un un bon et un mauvaismauvais
choixchoix. Le . Le mauvaismauvais choixchoix semblesemble
toujourstoujours êtreêtre le plus le plus raisonnableraisonnable..
Es Es gibtgibt immerimmer eineneinen richtigenrichtigen WegWeg und und 
eses gibtgibt immerimmer eineneinen falschenfalschen WegWeg. . DerDer
falschefalsche WegWeg siehtsieht immerimmer vernvernüünftigernftiger
ausaus..
C'C'èè sempresempre un un modomodo giustogiusto e un e un modomodo
sbagliatosbagliato, e , e ilil modomodo sbagliatosbagliato sembrasembra
sempresempre ilil pipiùù ragionevoleragionevole..
Author  Author  George MooreGeorge Moore
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