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MEMORANDUM OF UNDERSTANDING
Between
The EUROPEAN YOUTH FORUM,
AND

The European DISABILITY FORUM (EDF),
registered as an international non-profit organisation in Brussels, Belgium
WHEREAS

The European Youth Forum is an international organisation established by national youth councils and international non-governmental youth organisations to represent the interests of young people from all over Europe. It is the youth platform in Europe representing youth organisations in international institutions - mainly the European Union, the Council of Europe and the United Nations.
The EDF represents disabled people in the European Union through the European Non-Governmental Organisations and the National Councils of disabled people with the mandate to advance disabled people’s human rights and to promote equal opportunities in all the relevant European institutions, international organisations and agencies within the European Union.

RECOGNISING THAT

The European Youth Forum and EDF committed themselves in the 2003 Declaration on “A barrier free Europe for young people with disabilities” to continue to work together in the future and to undertake some joint actions, to cooperate actively on the topics highlighted in the Declaration.
The European Youth Forum and EDF have common goals and objectives 

in promoting and seeking expansion of opportunities for young people with a disability  to play an active role in society with the principles of non-discrimination.

AGREE IN PRINCIPLE TO DEVELOP A COLLABORATIVE PARTNERSHIP

To
endorse a systematic cooperation in both parties’ activities that raise social awareness and endorse activities that give visibility to the abilities of young people with disabilities, as normal citizens, actively participating in all aspects of community life.

To 
encourage the participation of young people with disabilities in mainstream youth organisations and activities whenever possible, while ensuring accessibility requirements
To
endorse both parties’ activities to achieve integration of young disabled citizens in mainstream society.

To
take into account the needs of young people with disabilities in the work of both organisations 

To
create a disability and youth awareness within both organisations’ activities

To
ensure that organisations’ activities meet the needs of young disabled people by ensuring accessibility requirements as well as proactive measures, e.g. communication and information tools, conferences / events venue and accommodation

Brussels, 5th December 2006

For the European Youth Forum
For the European Disability Forum
Diogo Pinto
Carlotta Besozzi
General Secretary
Director
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